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Neoregelia'Alpha'

This beautiful neoregelia is a hybrid made by Charles Coolbaugh of Lakeland, Florida. The parents are Neoregelia compacta and Neoregelia tristis. That the best traits of both parents were transmitted to the offspring is certainly evident by the photograph on the opposite page.The cross was made in 1969 and first flowered in 1974. Mr. Coolbaugh is presently

working up a stock of this lovely hybrid. What is important in the desirability of neoregelias is not only their coloration but also their compactness, and the progeny of this cross certainly meet this standard.The mature plant is approximately 14 inches in diameter.

Guzmania lingulata ' Howard Yamamoto'

Some of the most beautiful hybrids of the past few years have been the work of Howard Yamamoto of Hawaii. However, he has been remiss about bringing them to the fore; perhaps it has been a case of  "Polynesian paralysis," which is indeed too bad, as he is a very fine propagator.

The guzmania pictured is what is known as a crossbreed; that is, two forms of a single species are crossed - in this case Guzmania lingulata var. 'Memoria' (Hummel) was used as the pollen parent and Guzmania lingulata var. cardinalis as the seed parent. The plant flowered for the first time in 1976. This guzmania is relatively compact, green with slightly bronzed

leaves about 10 inches long and the top of the leaves only 8 inches above the base of the plant. The flower head is 8 to 9 inches across, and the stem is 2 inches above the plant center. The beauty of it is that the inflorescence is a brilliant red all the way down the stem.

Members are urged to register their hybrids and to send in photographs or films of their interesting mutations with full descriptions to Wilbur  Wood, Plant Registration Chairman, 1621 Irving Avenue, Glendale, California 91201.
